Characteristics of God
I.
Drawing Closer to God.


A.
Myth-busting.



I.
God as “a way out,” or lack in belief in His existence.



III.
False or mistaken understandings of who God is or what the Bible teaches.


B.
What God wants us to believe.



I.
God wants daily intimacy with us.



II.
God, as our father, desires us to experience life with him as a family.



III.
God can make up for failures in human family life.

II.
God is Love.


A.
1 John 4:8


B.
Romans 5:8 - More than talking about love, God demonstrated love.



I.
John 3:16 - God's love is sacrificial - a love that costs nothing is worth nothing.




A.
1 John 4:10 - God healed broken ties between Him and man's sin.




B.
We deserve to be punished, but God's Son took the punishment.




C.
John 15:13 - God led by example, so we can learn to show God's love.


C.
1 John 3:1 - The world did not know God, nor does it know us, his loved family.



I.
As we welcome people to our family, we are inviting them to know us and God.


D.
Psalms 44:26 - The Father's redemption comes from his unfailing love.



I.
Jeremiah 31:3 & Psalms 89:2 - God's everlasting love is what builds us up.



II.
Psalms 145:17, Psalms 86:13, Psalms 25:10, Psalms 94:18.


E.
Isaiah 38:17 - Our sufferings show us the power of God's love and its power against sin.



I.
Lamentations 3:22 - God's love provides hope.

III.
Love's Response to God.


A.
Mary of Bethany - repetition of her story in all 4 gospels stresses its importance.



I.
Mary responded in faith to Jesus' prediction of his future suffering.



II.
She portrayed extravagant love, humility, and sacrifice.



III.
Mark 14:6-9 - Jesus silenced her critics for they did not understand.



V.
God sees all of our actions, big and small, and he justly rewards them all.

IV.
Lord of Mercy.


A.
Deuteronomy 4:31 - God's mercy displays His love.



I.
People are sinful, but God's mercy allows us to return to him.



II.
God puts many through trials to cause them to remember His mercy and love.




A.
Often people do not look to God unless they are suffering.




B.
God's judgment is designed to be a push for repentance.



III.
Habakkuk 3:2 - Even when God judges He is merciful.




A.
Hosea 6:6 - God values mercy above sacrifice as a tool for redemption.




B.
Both OT and NT present God teaching on valuing mercy over sacrifice.




E.
Luke 6:36 - God's heart is merciful, and he desires ours to be as His is.


B.
Micah 6:8 - God displays what we, as His people, are instructed to do.



I.
God is a God of justice the same as He is the God of love, mercy, and humility.


C.
God blesses those who act as He desires.



I.
Matthew 5:7 - Show mercy to others and mercy will be returned to you.



II.
Biblical principle of sowing and reaping - story of flat tire on I-80.


D.
God's mercy leads us to salvation.



I.
Jude 1:21 - Remaining in God's love grants mercy which brings salvation.



II.
James 2:13 - Mercy is shown to the merciful, and it triumphs over judgment.



III.
Jude 1:22-23 - Spreading the Gospel is to show mercy.

